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Hi, my name is Daisy and I am a very big girl…I’ve got lots 
of junk in the trunk, I’m definitely bootylicious…if you know 
what I mean!  

Now, before you think that I am fat-shaming myself, let 
me explain that although I may be big, I am very much 
loved and respected…I am also quite unique (yup, I may be 
tooting my own horn, but I think I have earned the right). 
Let me explain - I am a Nissan UD60 6 ton mobile operating 
theatre...yes, you read that right, and although there are 
other NGOs and PBOs in South Africa that own veterinary 
mobile clinics, I am (as far as I know) the only privately 
welfare-owned veterinary mobile operating theatre in the 
country, and I am proudly owned and operated by my 
friends at the Cluny Animal Trust.

Over the years, I have become a familiar sight in the 
Clarens and Fouriesburg areas, being a striking white, with 
blue and mauve logos, and I really love to rev my engine…
its powerful and really makes me sound the business!

But like all women, I love a sense of mystery and I have a 
secret of my own - let me share it with you - the money 
to pay for me was donated anonymously to my very 
caring owners at the Cluny Animal Trust, with one request: 
that I be called Daisy.  I often wonder as I drive about, if 
my generous benefactor is proud of me, knowing what 
amazing work I have been able to achieve over the years.

Since my refit back in 2014, I have travelled 1000’s of 
kilometres, all over the Eastern Free State and as 

far afield as Richards Bay and Witbank with my 
Cluny team.  What girl doesn’t like to travel?
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I am kitted out with two 
operating tables, and I have 
been specially designed to 
house patients before and 
after surgery, so that our 
wonderful vets can provide 
veterinary care in a controlled 
and sterile environment, and 
being 100% mobile means 
that I take the team to where 
they need to be so that they 
can provide much-needed 

veterinary care to rural 
communities who 

would typically 
have no access 
to veterinary 
care of any kind.

Our outreaches 
are scheduled 

throughout the 
year and posted 

on the events section 
of our Facebook page.  

The reality is that veterinary 
care, even at a basic level, 
is expensive, and for many 
animals the only veterinary 
care they ever receive is when 
we come to town.  Although 
the bulk of what we do 
revolves around sterilisations, 

vaccinations, deworming 
and treating animals 

for ticks and fleas, we 
also perform a lot 

of other necessary and life-
saving procedures for animals 
in need.
I am always super busy, and 
during our outreaches, our 
entire team work like dogs 
(excuse the pun) from dawn 
until dusk, making sure that 
as many as possible patients 
(animals) can be seen, but it 
isn’t only surgical cases that 
we treat.  

On my right-hand side, I have 
a retractable awning, which 
quite frankly was a genius 
idea to include. This is where 
our dedicated AWA’s (Animal 
Welfare Assistants) normally 
do routine procedures like 
dipping, deworming and 
vaccinating any animals 
not coming in for surgery.  It 
may surprise you to learn 
that during a single outreach 
weekend our tiny team of 7-8 
people + yours truly can see 
and help treat in some way, 
shape or form, anywhere from 
100-300 animals.  

One thing I love, that really 
warms my heart…okay engine, 
if we are being technical…is 
that during each outreach, the 
team spend time educating 
as many children as they can.  

They always set up a make-
shift classroom, using me for 
shade, and I feel proud to be 
able to help them spend time 
with the children. We also have 
a variety of worksheets, in local 
languages, and we teach them 
about how to look after and 
care for their animals.
I make all of this possible.

But like any piece of well-
used equipment, I’m getting a 
little old and tired and, gosh, 
I would really love a facelift…
okay, okay vain, I know, but 
honestly, I need one!

The team really do take great 
care of me, but like most girls I 
am quite expensive, and I like 
the finer things in life, but as 
with any welfare organization, 
money is always in short 
supply.  Every now and again 
I get a much appreciated DIY 
treatment…okay, I suppose, but 
what I really need is 
a major refurb 
to keep me 
in tip-top 
shape, 
and 
looking 
and 
feeling my 
very best.  

The sad reality is that the impact of 
COVID-19 means that fundraising 
for me has had to be put on hold 
for now…so if you have read this 
article and would like to find out 

more about me, or if you would like 
to come and visit me, and, perhaps, 

help with my facelift…or as the 
professionals in the biz call it, my 
refurbishment project, please get 
in touch with us.  We would love to 

hear from you!

For more information about the 
Cluny Animal Trust, including 

what we do, our special projects, 
fundraising etc. please contact 

Imogen Tarita – imogen@
clunyanimaltrust.co.za or you 

can check out our website www.
clunyanimaltrust.co.za or on 

Facebook @clunyanimaltrust


