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G
et your tissues ready. You won’t be 
able to read this story without a tear 
coming to your eye.

If you are heartbroken at the thought of a 
dog suffering, have no fear, this story does 
have a happy ending!

Picture this if you can…it is 20 May 2020 and 
SA is in Level 5 Lockdown…your phone rings 
and it is one of your colleagues. He sounds 
out of breath and completely distraught.  He 
is calling to give you a heads up that he has 
a young dog in his arms that he is rushing to 
you, probably to be euthanised.  

Earlier that evening,  Jan Sander (our Animal 
Welfare Assistant) was locking up the Cluny 
Animal Trust Clinic in Fouriesburg in the 
Free State for the evening when he was 
approached by a young boy, telling him that 
he had seen a dog with a broken leg down 
a cliff near Mashaeng.  Jan immediately went 
with the boy to see what he could do. What 
Jan found, after walking almost 2 kilometres, 
was something that he will never ever forget.  

A young dog was cowering against the 
cliff below him, completely terrified and he 
had two very badly damaged forelegs.  The 
ground around the dog was scattered with 
rocks and stones, some with blood on them. 
Jan quickly realised that he was at the scene 
of a malicious stoning.

He climbed down to where the dog was 
lying, gathered him gently in his arms and 
struggled with him up the rocks, and back 
up to the road.  He then had to walk back 
with the dog in his arms and then phoned 
Dr Katherine Barker to let her know that he 
was on his way. He got to the vet clinic just 
as the sun was setting.  Dr Barker remembers 
looking into the dog’s eyes and she says that 
“You could see and feel how much this dog 

wanted to live, and I knew that 
we could save him, euthanasia 
was just not an option, but we 
would be working very late into 
the night.”

She goes onto say, “After pain 
meds, and antibiotics, we 
anaesthetised the gentle and 
frightened little chap, in order to 
better assess the damage to his 
limbs. We decided that there was 
no way we would be able to 
save his left leg as it was beyond 
repair, so that would have to be 
amputated. His right front leg was 
also severely damaged, but, based 

on the x-ray’s, we realised we could save 
it.  So, we bandaged it securely in order to 
immobilise the broken bones and then set to 
work amputating the left leg, but we knew 
that leaving him as a tri-pawed pup would be 
the right thing to do.”

After a very long evening, operating and 
making him comfortable, and discussing 
what he should be called, the team decided 
on Joseph.  The name fitted like a glove, 
because like Joseph in the well-known story, 
he had been thrown into a pit and later 
pulled out, and at the time we hoped that he 
would survive to live a happy life in his own 
technicoloured dream coat.

On Rehabilitation Road
But the road to recovery has been a long 
and challenging one for Joseph as well as for 
the  entire Cluny team who have all adopted 
him…he has had various splints to help him 
heal, but the reality is that his right leg has 
never properly healed. The damage inflicted 
was just too severe.  

Looking at Joseph you would never 
know that he even has a disability, 
and he has adapted to his new life 
post-surgery.  He is a playful and 
sweet dog and he has never let 
his handicap slow him down.  We initially 
thought that once he healed, we could find 
him a new home, but five months on, we 
have decided that adoption will never be an 
option and he has found his forever home 
with Dr Katherine Barker and her family.
Another blow came when we realised that 
we had to get to grips with the fact that 
Joseph will never walk properly.  As he has 
grown, we quickly realised that if we did not 
figure out a Plan B, his remaining front leg 
will eventually give out and break under the 
strain.

After everything we have been through with 
Joseph, as a team we simply refused to give 
up on him.  Joseph’s ability to overcome the 
trauma that was inflicted on him is something 
that we often see in animal victims, and he is 
an important reminder that second chances 
are possible.  

So, we started looking at all of the options, 
chatting with orthopaedic experts and it 
quickly became apparent that he needed a 
prosthetic leg.    

This is where the story gets interesting. As an 
animal veterinary welfare we simply do not 
have the funds to cover the R45,000 needed 
to buy and fit the prosthesis and cover the 
rehab he will need.  So, we put a plea out on 
Facebook and to our database of supporters 
and we raised the funds within a week.

To say we are over the moon, to have 
raised the funds in record time would be an 
understatement!  As you read this, we are 
working on getting all the appointments 
needed etc to get this done as quickly as 
possible and to get Joseph the prosthesis that 
he so deserves.  

So, as promised, this story does have a happy 
ending…but it doesn’t end here, and we 

hope to share Part 2 with you very soon.
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